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General Epistle 


OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION, 


To all the Churches, Societies, 


and believers, in fellowship with this Convention— 

To all who rejoice unspeakably in the faith of the 
eternal salvation of a sinful world through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus— 

To all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
of every sect, name, and denomination beneath the 
canopy of heaven— 

To all who know not God, and sit in the region and 
shadow of moral death— 

To all the sons and daughters of wretchedness and 
want— 

To all the ransomed family of mankind— 

To the vast fraternity of intelligent beings who are 
connected with each other and with the supremely 
glorious Author of all life by an affinity as endiess as 
existence— 

‘To all herein addressed, wherever this Epistle may 
c me, the General Convention of Universalists send 
salutations of heavenly peace—humbly and fervently 
beseeching the Father of boundless mercies to shed a- 


untoward circumstance to peint the finger of derision ; 
but if any possess sufficient malignity to rejoice at the 
misfortunes of others, we beseech them seriously to 
consider what manner of spirit they are of. If any feel 
disposed to triumph because our denomination bears 
any mark of human imperfection—let that Sect which 
has invariably been without difficulty among ‘hem- 
selves, cast the first stone. 


During our Session, our hearts were made glad by 
the joyful intelligence, received from every direction, 
of the increase of believers, the formation of societies 
and associations, the organization of churches, the ad- 
dition of laborers to the ministry, and the unexampled 
prosperity of Zion in the rapid advancement of gospel 
truth. The cause of universal benevolence, grace, 
and salvation is generally flourishing throughout our 
happy country ; patticulatly in Maine; Massachusetts, 
Rhode-Island, Conhécticut, Penfisylvania, and vari- 
ous parts of the state of New-York, At this anniver- 
sary Session, ove young brother was set apart to the 
| work of the ministry of reconciliation, by the solemni- 
ity of ordination ; and three others received into fel- 
lowship as ministers of the divine word ; all of whom, 
we humbly trust, have been endowed from above to 
testify the gospel of the never-failing grace of God— 


. 





broad the benign influences of his all-conqueriug love 
through our common Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is the image of the living God, and the first born 
of every creature. 


Dearly beloved Brethren, 

The infinitely wise and ever gracious Parent of 
the universe has kindly granted us another anniversa- 
ry convocation, and has so copiously showered on us 
the dews of divine grace, that we feel bound to exer- 
cise unfeigned and everlasting gratitude to Him, as the 
great Giver of every good and perfect gift: and we 
most cordially invite every sincere lover of truth, and 
every humble disciple of the Sou of God,to participate 
in our spiritual joys, and partake of the riches of gos- 
pel grace, prepared in infinite mercy for all people.— 
We were received by the brethren in the faith of the 
common salvation at the place of our assembling, with 
the liveliest expressions of christian affection, which 
were most heartily reciprocated. The business of the 
Council was performed with decorum, precision, and 
wisdom; and though certain difficulties of a nature 
extremely painful were brought before us,yet we trust 
that the moderation, patience, and prudence which 
prevailed in our council, have produced such decisions 
as will termminate those unhappy and unfortunate dif- 
ferences, and perpetuate the peace and harmony of 
the Order. Two of the most able and most esteemed 
brethren among us were impeached, and it must be 


and we fervently invoke on them the eterual benedic- 
| tions of heaven, for their faithfuluess and success in 
the promotion of peace on earth and good will amongst 
men, and in all the labours of the moral vineyard of 
our God. 


The services of the sanctuary were solemn, power- 
ful, instructive and delightful. The devout worship 
of the temple was enlivened by the masterly perform- 
ance of a large choir of singers,who tuned every heart 
to the influence of devotion, while thronging multi- 
tudes and listening thousands inhaled the pure spirit 
of impartial beneyolence, and with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory, received the divine energy of eter- 
nal and infinite love. From the Record of Heaven's 
gracious will, aud the testament of eternal merey, we 
learned that God is the ever-living fountain of good- 
ness, the everlasting Benefactor of all his creatures 
and that no created being can prevail agamst us. 





Prethren : While you behold the light of the Suv 
of righteousness beaming from on high in all the splen- 
dour of unclouded day, and chasing darkness from the 
human mind—while you are surrounded by the num 
berless blessings of the all-bountiful Providence o 
God, and enjoy the privileges of social existence—- 
while you feel the delightful, the life-giving influence 
of Almighty goodness and grace—while, by an eye of 
faith,you witness the kingdoms of this world becomiis 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ—while 
you contemplate the nameless felicities of inimortalits 
and endless life—can you suppress the rising emotiont 
of love to the God of your salvation? Can you fail to 
cherish the spirit of universal philanthropy—to pro- 
mote the peace and good order of society—to do just- 
ly, love mercy, and walk humbly—and to evince by 
well ordered lives and conversation that you have 
been taught of God? May the peace of God that 
passeth all understanding be ever yours. 

Brethren in the ministry ef universal reconciliation. 
Suffer the ward of exhortation from one who wonld ev- 
er joyfully share with you the instructions of divine 
wisdom, and would humbly solicit the counsel of age 
and experience in the reciprocal exercise of fraternal 
affection, and the faithful performance of christian du- 
ty. The whitened fields of the redeemer’s harvest 
extend in boundless prospect. The chrystalliné streams 
of the river of life in gentle currents flow—The spirit 
of inquiry is abroad in the earth, and all eyes are di- 
rected to the mountain of Zion, to receive the bless- 
ings of those whose feet are shod with the preparation 
of the gospel of divine peace, who bring. good tidings, 
who publish salvation, who proclaim the universally 
triumphant reign of Jehovah,and pronounce the words 
of eternal life. If you would finish your coufse with 
joy to testify the everlasting gospel of the impartial 
grace of God, it is highly important that you give your- 
selves wholly to these things, that your profiting may 
appear to all—that you hold frequent, sweet commu- 
nion with your God—that you teach by precept as 
well as by example—that you preserve the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace—that you be instant in 
season and out of season in the arduous labours of 
your vocation—and that you ever keep in view the 





There we contemplated the vast importance of the 
pure inspiration of heaven, uncontaminated by the 
senseless tradition of a superstitious world, and una | 
dulterated by the Jabors of imperfect men. There we | 
feasted on the bread of God which giveth spiritual | 
and eternal life to a’sinful, famishing world. There 
we received the strong injunction of perpetual contin- | 
uance in the doctrine of divine life and ternal truth. 
The heaves showered down righteousness and grace 
—our minds were instructed—our souls edified—our 
hearts gladdened——our spirits rejotced—the silken 





highly gratifying to evefy benevolent mind that both 
were exonerated. ‘The existence of such difficulties 
demonstrate human trailty,and afford us all au impres- 
sive lesson for our improvement. The dissolution of | 
our Connexion with brother Dean, according to his re- 
quest, produced uuutterable emotions of sorrow in our } 
hearts ; but it seemed to be expedient. If one mem- 
ber of the body suffer, alk tlie members suffer with it. | 
However unpropitious any of these thiugs may appear | 


to our limited minds, we hive every reason to believe | 


cord of divine love entwined every heart—the accents 
of mercy breathed in every breeze—creation smiled in 
the boundless bounty of God—and the swcliing tide of 
gratitude and heart-felt joy ascended to the holy hab- 
itation of Divinity. 

The believers in the fulfilment of the ¢ivihe prom- 
ise that all nations,all families, andalt Kincrecs of the 
earth shall be blessed with jamifification through faita 
in Christ, ‘he head of eféry man, and the heir of, all. 





bright example of our Lord and Master, whose sou! 
was compassion, whose life was purity, whose word 
was trath——and whose governing principle was, thy 
will, O God, be done! Remember that is required of 
stewarde that a man be found faithful. Remember 
that the servants of the Lord must not strive, but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach,patient, in meekness 
instructing those who oppose themselves. Remember 
that our bond of union is not any particular specula- 
tive opinion, but it is charity out of a pure heart, and 
of a good conscience, and of faith uufeigned. Pre 

serve inviolable this bond of perfectness. Your duty 
is to instruct the ignorant, reiorm the viciens, console 
the afflicted, confirm the wavering, uphold the weak, 
relieve the oppressed, break the bread of life, reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine— 
and let humility, sincerity, forbearance, and charity 
adorn your lives, while instrumentally Girecling the 
triumphant march of the human mind to the glorious 
temple of divine wisdom and eternal truth. Above 


that under the direction of infinite wisdom, they are | things, have abundant reason to rejoice in all the dis-| all things, he intreated to remember your entire de- 
«unong those things which shall work together for the} pensations of our heavenly Father, and to let their] pendence on Him at whoze mandate all worlds were 
éreatest zood of all concerned. We are Aware thata light shine before men that others beholding their good | formed—all beings created, and all creation crowned 


bigoted world is dizposed to take advantage ef every 


works may glorify their Father ia heaven. 


with light and glory. 
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All heroin addressed; are most affectionately com- 


of these evils; but if Ba 


eee 
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al be God, we may expect | to their souls, and receive,the water of life, which oS 


to t t are and tender mercy of a‘ their eternal cohtinuance. ‘The ‘former worshippers | the three following excellent qnalities: 1, The eal. 
mende he paternal c y, sal 


God of underived, immutable, unbounded, and endless 
Love ! And may all people respond, Amen. 
Per Order, 


PITT MORSE. 
—————- ( ) 


FOR THE UNIVPRSALIST MAGAZINE. 





“If the Lord be God, follow him ; but tf Baal, then 


follow him,”’—I. Kings, xviii. 21. 


It is a truth to which every ra- 


ed under the character of Baal. 


; 


tional mind can attest, that the Lord has been follow- | 


To besure, men ia | 


of this idol deity; when they called on hiin, were dis-| vation of the gospel may 
regarded ; he heard not their prayers ; and Elijah} canse of its cleansing nature. The souls of men z, 
mocked them, and said, Cry aloud ; for he is a god :| defiled with sin, but this water of life cleanseth the 
either he is a talking, or he is pursuing, or he is on aj soul from all iniquity. 
journey, or peradventure he sleepeth and must be a- 
Perhaps Elijah might give in these words 
) useful instruction tosome worshippers in the present 





waked.” 


, age. The god of eternal wrath may sleep in non-ex- 
\istence, ** and must be awaked”’ before he can exe- 


jeu 


! 


te the work his worshippers have allotted him. At 


any rate, we see not his work yet commenced. 


Baal, then follow him.”’ 
B. W. 


. , } 
some cases, allow him more power than they will ac- | 


knowledge that Baal possessed ; therefore, their idea | 


_——L? - Sarre -— 


of the Lord is, that he maintains the character of Baal | 


a little improved; or that he is endowed with facul- | 
ties which render him capable of exercising greater | 


cruelty. The Lord now worshipped by many is com- 
pletely possessed of Baal’s character ; although, as be- 
fore said, it has received an improvement ; he is rath- 
er more successful than the ancient Baal; his king- 
dom is more extensive ; his prophets, by a little com- 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINF. 


A Short Sermon. 


“© In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus 


stood and cried, saying, If any man 





putation, would be found to be more numerous. This} 
increase we may attribute to the greater number of in- | 
habitants now on earth, than when Baal the first stood } 
as deity ; he, when most reverenced, had but “ four | 
hundred and fifty prophets”’ ; but we fear, should we | 
confine the followers of the more modern Paal to that | 


number, we should be upbraided for demeaning his | 


kingdom by underrating the number of his worship- 
pers. | 

He has latterly received the approbation of popular- | 
ity, and the devotedness of his followers has increased | 
to that degree,that they have by the wonderful effects | 
of imagination placed him in the future world, and 
committed unto his care the concerns of time 
ternity. 


and e-! 

Perhaps it may be doubted that Baal has been so! 
prospered. But why doubt? Nothing can be more | 
apparent. ‘If the Lord be God,” how are we to: 
know it? Answer. By examining the testimony which 
describes his character: If Baal be God,how are we to 
know it? Answer. By learning Baal’s character, and 
comparing it with the Lord’s. Now the character of 
the Lord is love. ** God is love.” The opposite of 
this is the character of Baal. ‘* The Lord is good un- 
to all, and his tender mercies are over all his works.” 
Baal is good but to a few, and for those few only has 
he mercy. “ The Lord will not cast off forever.°— 
‘lhe most essential characteristic of modern Baal is, 
that he will cast off forever ; in this respect he has im- 
proved on the character of ancient Baal, for the latter 
named inflicted only temporary miseries. The Lord has 
promised that ** in Abraham and his seed all the fami- 
ties of the earth shall be blessed.” Baal denies this 
virtually, although he has a way by which he makes 
peopie think he believes it. The Lord is opposed to 
alt sin,and gives the assurance thai “sin—the devil— 
and death shall be destroyed.” This Baal rejects 
wholly,for in it he sees the downfall of his own empire 
foretold, and the annihilation of himself. 

We might proceed with this contrast, but it is need- 
less, when the truth is so evident. All that is good 
belongs to God, and all which opposes this belongs to 
Baal. If eternal sin and misery are good, then God 
is their author, and the more of the family of man 
that are exercised thereby, the better If other- 
wise, Baal is the author ; and do we acquiesce in the 
belief of endless misery, we acknowledge Baal to be 
God, and we are the followers of Baal. None but the 
followers of Baal can maintain the idea that sin and 
misery will exist to all eternity ; for these are acknowl- 
edged evils. A God of goodness would make an end 

















-sover, who was sacrificed for us : 


thirst, let him come to me and 
drink.—John vii. 37.” 
There were three yearly feasts among the Jews.— 
The feast of the Passover, instituted at the time the 


children of Israel went out of Egypt ; when the angel 


passed over the houses of the children of Israel, where 
the blood of the Lamb was sprinkled, aud ail the first 
born of the Egyptians were slain. 
ical of Christ the Lamb of God, who is called our Pas- 
to deliver us by his 
blood from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. This feast was obsery- 
ed in the beginning of the Jewish year, to commem- 


morate their deliverance from Lgyptian bondage. 


Another feast.appointed by the God of Israel for his | 


This } 


people to observe, was the feast of Pentecost. 
was kept at the beginning of the harvest.or first frnits, 
which they were to take asa thank-oflertoge to God, 
by which the whole harvest, or lump was blessed.— 
As the scriptures observe, if the first fruit be holy, the 
lump is aiso holy. This feast was typical of the out- 
pouring of the spirit, when the first fruits from among 
the Jews and Gentiles were gathered to the faith of 
Christ. 
spirit was poured out upon the apostles, and three 
thousand were converted under one sermon. 


bath. On the last of these days, called in onr text the 
great day of the feast,Jesus stood and cried,saying, **1i 
any man thirst let him come to me anddrink.”? —'This 
feast was kept at the end of the vear, when the Jews 
had gathered in their harvest. At which time they 
built booths of the branches of treesjand dwelt in them 
all the days of the feast. This feast was typical of 


the world, when they shall all know the Lord. 

Jesus’ standing and crying on this great day of the 
feast, as in our text, may teach that he will, in the 
latter ages of the world, more especially, call the chil- 
dren of men to embrace his free salvation ; so that all 
the thirsty souls will come to him and drink of the wa 
ter of life, and thirst no more after the unsatisfying 
waters of error and strife, but shall receive the pure 
water of life, which flows from the throne of God and 
the Lamb. He that drinketh of this water shall never 
thirst, but it shall be in hima well of water springing 
up into everlasting life. 

Wherever the gospel is preached in purity, it may 
be said that Jesus is thereby inviting the thirsty chil- 





‘ies of men to believe in him, that. they may find rest 


Reader, * If the Lord be God, follow him: but if 


This feast was typ- | 


It was at this feast of Pantecost that the holy | 


The third feast was the feast of Tabernacles, which | 
was kept eight days.beginning and ending with the sab- | 


the ingathering of all nations to Christ, in the end of! 


be compared to water, be. 


This isthe fountain set open 
for sin and uncleanness, spoken of by the prophet, 
2, Water has a refreshing quality. So-has the gospel 
salvation. Too many, however, like the ancient [s- 
raelites, are guilty of twoevils; they forsake God 
\the fountain of living waters, and hew out cisterns, 
broken cisterns, which can hold no water, The 
Psalmist expresses different feelings ; “* As the heart 
panteth after the water brooks, ‘so, O Lord, our soul 
thirsteth for-thee. 3. Water has a quality to make 
fruit ul. is by the rain and dew from heaven the 
fruits of the earth are brought forth, 


+ 
L 


** As. the rain 
cometh down from heaven and watereth the earth. 
so it shall be with God’s word,it shall pot return Void, 
but accomplish the thing whereunto itis sent, Tie 
blessed fruits of the spirit are brought forth, by means 
of the water of life, which Jesus gives. With joy let 
all come, and draw water from the wells of salya- 
tion. 

The souls of men are so made that they desire hap- 
piness ; and all are secktiug it in some way or other.— 
But nothing can so reires!), and cleanse, and make the 
soul fruitful in the works of righteousness, as the wa- 
ter which Christ gives those who come to him. 

Let us then come to Jesus, ii we thirst, and he wil? 
For his invitation runs in the following 
jmanner—** whoscever will, let hun take of the water 





give freely. 


| of life freely.’ This water of life, like the river which 
| lowed out fromthe threshold of the Lord's house, 
i brings lite wherever it comes: and like it, was found 
to the knees, 


which 


at first to the ancles, then then to the 


could not be 
ec 1 aliwnati “@hig . j « 
So the salvation of the gospel has been 


loins, then a river to swiin in, 


passed over. 


measured from age to age,and found deeper and deep 
ier.until finally salvation of God. 


SEEK ‘TRUTH. 


all flesh shali see this 
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FOR THE UNIV ERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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Prywours, Viass. Oct. 25, 1 
To Rev. Mr. Holmes, of New-Bedford, 

Sir,—I heard you preach in Piymouth on the even- 
‘ing of Friday, Oct. 24, 1%23, from the following words, 
2 Cor. v. 20, ** We pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
| reconciled to God.”? Your prefatory remarks went to 
| show that man is unreconciled to God, and not only 

unreconciled, but totally depraved. You likewise 

stated. that ** God” was ** unchangeable,” and that 

the ** unreconciliation’? was on ‘“‘the part of man,” 
| which last remark ] th'nk is true. | might not find it 
| convenient to use many of the arguments, that you did 
ito prove that man is in a state of unreconciliation to 
\his Maker; but I can admit that he is in this state, 
|though not to the same extent that you do. It is not 
my intention to remark on every part of your discourse, 
but on some of what I consider its greatest inconsisten- 

ces. You told “the awakened sinner,’’that it was**not 
| God’s will that”? he ‘ should leave the house without 
| An unconditional submission, and reconciliation tohim.’ 
| You also said that ** the terms of reconciliation” would 
» and your reason 
aracter of Je- 
if” he did 


|** he the same to-morrow, as to-day, 
for so saying, was the unchangeable ch 

* . . ‘ 
hovah. You furthermore told him, that ‘ 


‘oo away unreconciled,” that ‘* the difference be- 
tween’? him ** and God would be greater to-morrow, 
than to-day,”? and that his ‘+ condition” would “ grow 
worse, as long as’? he ** continued in an unreconciled 
state.” I presume you believe the will of God 
nipotent ; if so, how could the awakened einner leave 
the house contrary to his will! 


is Om- 


If the terms of recom- 
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ciliation be the same to-morrow as to-day, and the sin- 
ner be totally depray ed to-day, and God is unchangea- 
ple, how can he be any further from God to-morrow, 
than to-day ? can he be more than totally depraved ? 
And if God is unchange able, and the terms of recencil- 
jation be the same to-morrow as to-day, must they not 
remain so, as long as the sinner remains in the same 
state ? 
as he can possibly be,—and if God is good to him to- 
day, and presents him with the terms of reconciliation, 
lec anot see why his unchangeable nature does not 
make it necessary for him, to be good to him to-mor- 
row and forever ; and if the sinner continue unrecon- 
ciled forever, (which, however, I do not think the 
word of God allows us to admit,) I do not see why the 
unchangeable nature of God does not make it neces- 
eary that the sinner should forever, be presented with 
the same terms of reconciliation. You stated frequent- 
iy and with much apparent emphasis, that * the terms 
of reconciliation”? were ‘*entire and unqualified sub- 
mission to the will of God.”” What that will was, you 
was not pleased to inform us;—you however, said, 
that ** if all the believers in the honse could know for 
a certainty, and beyondthe possibility of a doubt, that” 
they ** should be eternally bappy, it would not be any 
cause of rejoiciug; but if they’? could ** submit un- 
conditionally to the will of God, it would be a cause 
of the greatest joy.” I suppose I do not misrepresent 
you, in saying that you believe the salvation of the 
elect, or true believers, to be as sure as the immutable 
decrees of Jehovah can make it; and I suppose that 
you, and tome of those who heard you, glory in that 
belief; but I venture to say, without the fear of con- 
tradiction, that if you did not believe yourselves to be 
of the elect number, your * unqualificd submission” 
would afford you very little or no satisfaction. 
is no dificulty in your submitting to the will of God, 
so far us the eternal salvation of the elect is connected 
with it, but your fender benerolent feelings do not 
allow you so readily to subserihbe to his will, which 
reprohates, or passes by and leares to elernal mise ry the 
not-elect. The philanthropic feelings of our common 
nature, make it impossible for us to look on misery 


without sympathy,—-and it is not strange (nay it is im- 
possible that it shonld be otherwise) that the good | ~ 
. . - . j 
feelings of your heart, and the cruel doctrine of your | 


If the sinner be totally depraved, he is as bad | 


There | 


lal equally interested) ‘“‘ whether” they did “ serve 
| God from a higher motive than self interest.” Now, 
si’, in what part of the Bre do you find such senti- 
ments advanced? Did not Moses suffer affliction with 
the people of God, because ‘ he had respect unto the 
‘recompense of reward?” And did not Christ endure 
' the cross and despise the shame for the joy that was 
set before him? How can it be of the highest interest 
to any man, to decide whether he be disinterested or 
To be disinterested, and at the same time, to 
_be highly interested, or in other words, to be highly 
iilerested in disinterestedness, appears to me a palpable 
contradiction, a gross paradox, and an utter impossi- 
bility. The metaphysical speculations of Dr. Hopkins 
on this subject, are highly censurable, and only calcu- 
lated to confuse the minds of common readers and hear- 
ers. We perfectly understand the words, genuine ben- 
evolence, pure benevolence, &c. as opposed to gross self- 
ishness,but the term, disinterested benevolence is so am- 
biguous and perplexing, that it ought to be excluded, 
at least from the pulpit, and theological writings. Self 
preservation is the first law in our nature, and it is im- 
possible for us to act on any subject in which we feel 
no interest. The Breve holds out to us the enjoyment 
of God’s parficular favor, as the most powerful motive 
to virtue. Every argument appears to have been us- 
ed to interest us in the cause of Truth. To act froma 
disinterested motive, would be to act from no motive 
at all, and if we except involuntary acts, that would 
be impossible We cannot act voluntarily without a 
motive, and that cannot be a motive, which does not 
interest us. Mankind are actuated by one solitary 
motive through life, viz. the pursuit of pleasure, or a- 
voiding pain, which is the same thing, as the only ob- 
ject they have in avoiding pain is, to obtain orenjoy 
We conclude then, that there can be, 
(strictly speaking) no such thing in existence, not 
leven with the Deity himself, as disinterested benevo- 


E. C , JR. 


| 
H 
| not f 
} 





pleasure. 





{ > ° . 
(lence. Yours with sincere respect. 


—— 
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— Universalist Magasine. — 


— 





Boston, Saturday, November 22, 1823. 





‘* Vindication of Mrs. Judson.”’ 


creed should be at perpetual variance. You represented | 


the character of God as being lovely beyond descrip- | 
tion—you represented him a= “infinitely benevolent ;” 


but I would be glad to be informed, where, in his 
character, dwells a lovely trait,or in what his benevo- 
lence cousisis, /f he has created for endless suffering 
ene part of the human family, and requires the ather 
part to be willing to be damned themselves, and to 
submit unconditionally to the eternal misery of their 
nearest? and ienderest connatural friends, in order to ob- 
éain his faror and reach heaven, which was purchased 
for them by the vicarious sufferings of the Saviour, and 
made sure by an eternal decree? For myselfi find no 
difficulty in submitting unconditionally to the will of 
God, because I firmly believe his will secures the eter- 
nal salvation of the whole human family, as expressed 
in the following words: 1 Tim. ii. 3. 4, ** For this is 
£00d and acceptuble in the sight of God our Sariour, 
WHO WILL HAVE ALL MEN To BE SAVED, and come 
to the knowledge of the Tretu.’? There is one more 
sentiment which you advanced, en which I shall offer 
a few thoughts, viz. that we ‘ought to serve God 
from a higher motive than our own happiness.”’ You 
seemed anaxious, lest your hearers should not under- 
stand you on this point. You repeated several times, 
a, we “must serve God from a higher motive than 

© Nope of heaven,” or we could have ‘‘ no evidence” 


of our &€ a 


Cceptance with him!*? And what appears 


still] rf . _ s 3, 
5 more strange is, that after making disinterested 
enerole : 

volence the touch-stone of our faith,-you called on 
yo i 
your hearers * to decide” (what you called) * that 


Momentoai. age am’ ee Fi ape 
fntous question,” (in which you said they were 


The readers of the Magazine donbtless remember, 
that, some weeks ago, we republished a ‘* Vindication 
of Sirs. Judson,” or a Statement, made by a Committee 
of the Boston Baptist Association, concerning that lady’s 
dress. Our motive in republishing that Vindication 
or Statement, was to do justice to Mrs. Judson, and to 
all others whose concerns were affected by the account, 
which we had before republished, of her enormous ex- 
travagance. Such was our view of the characters 
and standing of some of the gentlemen who belonged 
to the Committee, that we did not so much as deliber- 
ate whether their statement was an Honest one: We 
received it as such, with the utmost confidence ; and 
accordingly believed that the account of Mrs. Judson’s 
extravagance was erroneous, and that she ‘* was in 
fact distinguished jor the plainness and cheapness of her 
dress.”” 

We now think it our duty to present our readers 
with certain statements subsequentiy made, which, we 
think, cast rather a suspicious appearance on the 
** Vindication” published by the committee. 

Mr. Buckingham, Fditor of the New-England Ga- 
laxy, has publicly stated the following : 

‘ A member of the Committee told me, during the 
first conversation | had on the subject, that he knew. 
or understood, that she [Mrs. J.] had an elegent anc 
expensive one [Leghorn Flat] which she brought fron 
New-York, and which her friends thought it inexrped 
tent for her to wear in Boston ; and that a certain lady 
in Salem, whose namethe mentioned, boughta cheeper 








one for her present use.” Such is Mr. Buckinghani’s 
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statement. It has lain before the public ‘soifie “time 

and the member of the Committee alluded to, has not, 
so far as we know, denied having said what it alleges.— 
What shall we think of this ? Is it the case that while 
Mrs. Judson had one dress “distinguished for plain- 
ness and cheapness,’ she had another so elegant and 
expensive that her prudent friends would not have it 
exhibited among us? and did the Committee in their 
** Vindication,” give “am account only of that cheaper 
dress, while at least one of them was aware that she 
had a much more expensive one, of which they said. 
nothing? 

Again, Mr. Buckingham states that ‘* A clergyman 
in Essex County, who may be supposed to know some- 
thing of these matters, lately remarked in a company 
where Mrs. Judson’s’ wardrobe’ was the topic of con- 
versation, that for'some tithe ‘previous to her leaving 
the country, she had laid aside herexpensive dress.” lf 
it is a fact that this kddy had an expensive dress which 
she did thus lay aside, i? seems impossible, all circum- 
stances considered, that the Committee should be ig- 
norant of it. 

Mr. Buckingham also states that * A gentleman 
who saw her on board the ship in which she was gomg 
to India, declares that she then had oma shawl, which 
in his opinion, could not have cost less than 150 dol- 
lars.”” 

The names of all the persons alluded to in the above, 
are promised to any gentleman who may feel inter 
ested enough to inquire for them. 

If the committee, or any individual, will give us an 
explanation of the above mentioned circumstances, 
we shall be happy to publish it.—Editors. 


We are happy to be informed that a UNIVERSAL- 
IST SOCIETY has been lately formed in HineHam, 
Mass. of which Messrs Charles Cushing, Peres Whit- 
ing, and Lincoln Burr, are the Committee. May the 
dews of Heaven water and notfrish this young branch 
of Zion. 


SD 
-_—_——_—_—- 


The Southern Association of Unt- 
versalists is to meet at Milford, 
Mass. on the Second Wednesday 
of December next. . 








MARRIED, 


In this city, on Sunday evening, by the Rev. Dr. 
Baldwin, Mr. Samuel Eveleth to Miss Ann Ferneaux 
Clarke. 

Mr. Peter Daamis to Miss Emma Elwell. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Reuben Stackpole to 
Miss Eliza Hayward. 

In Charlestown, Mr. Charles Stetson to Miss Rebec- 
ca Ritchie Vose. 

In Cambridgeport, Mr. Wm. Parker to Miss Susan 
Nichols. 

In Salem, Mr. William C. Waters to Miss Sally 
VMasury. 

Mr. William Remmington to Miss Bathsheba Pack- 
ard. 
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DIED, 





In this city, Sarah M. daughter of Mr. James Coop- 
ry aged 3, 

Widow Nancy Forbes, ared 4€, 

Mre. Sally Taylor, aged 22. 

Widow Charlotte Joseph, are 

Very suddenly, Mr. Charies | 

Mr. Wm. Gooch, aged 87. 


Mrs. Marv Gray Coo‘, aged 79. 


1 32, 
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On Tuesday, Mr. ‘Thoaias Green. 
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LINES 


Addressed to Miss Canotaye J. Cranne, by her 
friend, E. V. Sparhawk, in behalf of her 
Montreal friends. 

1 
Farewell ! when other climes you seek, 

And other friends with rapture meet, 
Let.fnem’ry to thy, bosom speak 

Of hours so transient and so sweet, 

That they. will on our bosoms trace 

A joy that time cannot erase. 


2 


Narewell !—Q.! cast one thoyght behind, 
When, bounding o’er a southern sea, 
‘Fhy vessel’s white sails catch the wind 
That bears her onward joyously :— 
And think on those, who still will dwell, 
On thee, and on thy.music’s spell. 


3 


Farewell !—nor deem the word we say 

Is void of meaning—from the heart, 
Grieved that thou canst no longer stay, 

It blesses—since thou-must depart, 

And calls on heaven to shield thy head, 

Where’er thy wand’ring footsteps tread ! 
Montreal, Sept. 31, 1823. 
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THE PLEASURES OF VIRTUE, OR VIRTUES 
PRIZE, 


“ What nothing earthly gives, or can destroy— 
The soul’s calm sun-shine, and the heart-felt joy; 
Is virtue’s prize.” 


There is an indiscribable charm 


in that word—virtue—which entwines itself around, 
and instils itself into the soul of the good man. When- 
ever he hears it pronounced, or his eye catches it on 
the parchment, he is better pleased than the most par- 
simonious miser is with his gold. What, then, are his 


sensations when he sees it practised ? His every nerve | 


thrills with unspeakable delight——his whole soul is 
filled with the most exquisite pleasure. In the trans- 
ports——yea, in the calm sunshine of joy afforded by 
virtue, he looks with disdain upon the purple of kings 
~-he turns away with contempt from the sickly luxu- 
ries of Princes’ courts, and esteems himself the most 
fortunate man on earth ; nay, it is a doubt whether 
he would exchange situations with the tallest inhabi- 
tant of the skies. His happiness is like a summer’s 
day ; it is like the unruffled ocean ; it is like the broad 
meandering rivers of the west, which move along un- 
der their high and lofty banks without aripple. His 
happiness never—never forsakes him. Tis virtue’s 
prize. No change of circumstances—no change. of 
fickle fortune can despoil him of it. No: it is as im- 
perishable as the pillars of heaven—as the abodes of 
the blessed~—as the throne of Jehovah——-as Jehovah 
himself: it will never forsake him. °T will stand by, 
bless, and comfort him in every possible condition of 
life : I’ will All him with rapture in the valley of death, 
and forever.—’Tis virtue’s prize. 


P.C, Jr. 
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To “Seek Truth.” 


As it cannot be profitable, or interesting to the rea- 
ders of the Magazine to peruse prolix commmnications 
fona subject, which, on account of its intricacy, and 
‘the total inability of the inquisitor to unfold its myste- 
ries, is not likely to give satisfaction to any one, | 


to Propriety, in which he may possibly find a stumb- 
ling- block. However, be that as it may, I wish to ask 
ihim, the two following questions, which are comprised 
in the answer to which he is referred, to which an in- 
gennous and laconic reply is solicited. Ist. Are all 
the means which God employs to accomplish certain 
‘ends or purposes emphatically, and in every sense of 
the word, good? Qdly. Is that which he calls evil, a 
means, employed by God, for the accomplishment of 
certain purposes ? 
A NECESSARIAN. 


—3 


ANOTHER VICTIM 
To the Doctrines of Endless Torture ! 


From the National Democrat. 


Avpany, (N. Y.) Nov. 8, 1823. 


A Mr. Covell, in Cayuga county 
hung himself, a few days since, in a fit of religions 
melancholy. Fanaticism is truly the worst of evils; 
and it would be a great point gained, if the love of 
God, rather than his vengeance, were heldout to 
bring sinners to repentance. A number of self-mur- 
ders have taken place in the United States, within 
two or three years,in consequence of the parties being 
driven to insanity by hearing the terrors of heli preach- 


is a God of love and mercy,& not of hatred and revenge! 
That useful men and women should hang and drown 
themselves, under the influence of religious terror,and 
thus prematurely deprive society of their services, and 
their families of protection, is a subject of serious re- 
gret; and the more especially, as the cause is by no 
means honourable to our character as an enlightened 
community. 


INTOLERANCE. 


Is a word chiefly used iu reference to those persons, 
churches, or societies, who do not allow men to think 
for themselves, but impoze on them articles, creeds ce- 
remonies, &c. of their own devising. Nothing is more 
abhorrent from the genius of the christian religion than 
an intolerant spirit, or an intolerant church. ‘ It has 
imspired its votaries with a savage ferocity; has 
plunged the fatal dagger into innocent blood ; depop- 
ulated towns and kingdoms; overthrown states and 
empires, and brought down the righteous vengeance 
of heaven upon a guilty world. The pretence of su- 
perior knowledge, sanctity and authority for its sup- 
port, is the disgrace of reason,the grief of wisdom, and 
jthe paroxism of folly. To fetter the conscience, is in- 
justice ; to ensnare it, is an act of sacrilege ; but to 
torture it, by an attempt to force its feelings, is horri- 
ble intolérance ; it is the most abandoned violation of 
all the maxims of religion and morality. Jesus Christ 
formed a kingdom parely spiritual ; the apostles exer- 
cised only a spiritual authority under the direction of 
Jesus Christ; particular churches were united only by 
faith and love ; in all civil affairs they submitted to 
‘civil magistracy ; and in religious concerns they were 
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would refer “ Skex Trurn” to my reply to a Friend | 


ed from the pulpit. When will mankind learn that God | 


governed by the reasoning, advice, and exhortations of 
their own officers: their censures were only honest ~ 
proofs ; and their excommunications were only déclays 
rations that such offenders, being incorrigible, were no 
longer accounted members of their communities,» 
, Let it ever be remembered, therefore, that no tikasi of 
‘men have any authority whatever from Christ to dom- 
“Ineer over the Consciences or persecute the persons of 
any whose religious principles agree not with theis 
'own.—Buch’s Theological Dictionary. 
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Remarks on Jude 7. 


It is said, in the epistle of Jude, that the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah suffer the vengeance of eterna) 
fire” ; and from history we learn that the fire was not 
suddenly or abruptly extinguished. These cities were 
destroyed without a vestige remaining ; the devouring 
fire raged with unabating fury, until it had consumed 
all that the element could consume. 


Should any one be inclined to apply the expression 
to the souls of the wicked inhabitants, in a future 
state, the extravagance of such an application would 
be sufficiently exposed by observing that the apostle 
obviously refers to an historical fact, which was famil- 
iarly known by those to whom his epistle is addressed; 
and, therefore, it cannot relate to the world unknown. 
** Even as the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah,” says 
ihe, ‘andthe cities about them, giving themselves 
over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are 
set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of e 
ternal fire.’ No sufferings in a future stafe can serve 
as an example to the present race of beings. —Dr. Co- 
GAN, on the Probability of Universal Salvation. 





From the Gospel Advocate. 


“* For I say unto you that none of these men that are 
bidden shall laste of my supper.”—Luke xiv. 24. 


A supper is made at or near the close of the day ;— 
and it was the supper of the gospel feast, made near 
the close of the day of the law, or legal dispensation ; 
unto which the Jews were invited, and did not come 
in—the gentiles were then bidden and came—but yet 
there was room left for the Jews, who shall be last to 
the feast, under the gospel dispensation. Although 
the publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of God 
before them ; yet that declaration implies that they 
shall enter in afterwards. For the last shall be first 
and the first shall be last ; i. e. the last bidden shall 
be first to the feast, and the first bidden shall be last 
to the feast of fat things made to all people. 


—_* 
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OR sale at this office, a few copies of Rev. Hosea 
Ballou’s ** Notes on the Parables.”—Price $1. 


A few copies of Rev. H Ballou’s ‘Treatise on Atone- 
ment.”—-Price $1. ‘ 

A few copies of Rev. A.Kneeland’s Translation of thé 
New Testament, according to Griesbach,—Price of the 
Greek alone, $3; Greek and English, (2 vols.) $4; 
English alone, $1 50. 
. Also, Rev. H. Ballou’s Series of Letters, in defence of 
divine Revelation.—Price one dollar. 

A Review of a Pamphet entitled, ** The doctrine of 
the immediate happiness of all men, at the article 
death, examined ia a Letter to a friend,” by Charles 
Hudson. Py Thomas Whittemore.~-Price 121-2 
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